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were discovered near Ranchi by W. H. P. Driver in 1887, and finds
of celts, chert flakes and other implements have since been occa-
sionally reported from other districts in Chhota Nagpur. A very
interesting collection of implements representing late palaeolithic
and neolithic industries was made by C. W. Anderson in 1915 in
the valleys of the Sanjai and Binjai rivers in Singhbhum.6 In
1915-16 Sir John Marshall found several neolithic implements at
Bhita, in Allahabad, in levels dating from the second century A.D.
It is possible that these implements were being used for ritualistic
purposes by people of the historical period. Instances have been
cited of similar customs prevailing among the ancient Egyptians,
Mexicans and other races.

The Age of Metals, notably copper, dawns in North India after
the passing of the Stone Age, as in Europe, and this has been
attested by the discovery of implements of this material from Bengal
to Baluchistan. Some of them have been analysed as bronze, an
alloy of copper and tin; but true bronze, containing at least 10
per cent, of tin, was found, up till 1917, in only seven examples.7
In South India there was no Copper Age, and the Stone Age there,
as in Africa, must have passed gradually into the Iron Age.

The first recorded copper implement is a harpoon found in 1821
at Bithur near Cawnpore, followed by the discovery of some copper
swords at Fatehgarh (U.P.) in 1829. Some more examples from
Bithur were noticed by Hirananda Sastri8 in 1915. Among earlier
finds, notable were those from Mainpuri in 1868, Kosam (Allahabad
district) in 1892, and Rajpur (Bijnor district) in 1896. Implements
have also been reported from Bulandshahr in the U.P,, Monghyr,
Hazaribagh, Palamau and other districts in Bihar, and one from
Midnapore in Bengal. The largest hoard came in 1870 from
Gungeriya in Balaghat (Central Provinces): it consisted of 424 ham-
mered copper implements and 102 thin silver plates. As regards